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GROUP FORMS TO FIGHT PROPOSAL TO REDUCE FREQUENCY OF

RESIDENTIAL CURBSIDE RECYCLING COLLECTION IN CHESTERFIELD COUNTY

A coalition of residents of Chesterfield County is being organized to oppose the proposal to reduce the frequency of residential curbside recycling collections​ in Chesterfield County effective July 1, 2009 from the current once every two weeks to once every four weeks.  This proposal, which is contained in the proposed FY 2010 budget released last week by the County Manager, would impact the more than 90,000 homeowners in Chesterfield County who are currently eligible to participate in this recycling program.  
Recycle Twice Chesterfield is urging residents of Chesterfield County to contact the members of the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors in opposition to reducing residential curbside recycling collection service to once a month.  Residents are also being encouraged to attend the March 25, 2009 public hearing on the proposed budget to voice their opposition to this proposal.   Recycle Twice Chesterfield has launched a website, www.recycletwice.com, where Chesterfield County residents can sign-up to join the coalition as well as contact the members of the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors.
Recycle Twice Chesterfield opposes this proposal because cutting the frequency of curbside collections will reduce the amount of recyclables collected in the County and cause more trash to be sent to area landfills as homeowners are unwilling to let these materials pile up at their homes.  Trash disposal rates are likely to rise as more waste is diverted to area landfills and Chesterfield County’s image as an environmentally responsible community will suffer.

“Many Chesterfield County residents will sorely miss the convenience of a bi-weekly recycling collection program” said Erica Trout, Co-Chair of Recycle Twice Chesterfield.  “Not only will recycling participation likely decrease from this decision”, said Trout, “there are expenses that may hinder any cost savings, such as the cost to: inform the public about a change in service, handle increased call activity, the life spans of Chesterfield County’s landfills and the cost to recycling businesses in Chesterfield County that have invested millions of dollars in infrastructure and jobs.”
Organizational support for the coalition is being provided by The Vectre Corporation, a Richmond area government relations firm.
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